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PDES, Inc. Announces New General Manager
Charleston, SC (December 12, 2006) – PDES, Inc. announced the appointment today of Jack Harris as its new General Manager.   Mr. Harris will serve in this capacity as an Executive-on-Loan while also continuing in his role as Director of Advanced Manufacturing Technology at Rockwell Collins, a worldwide leader in the design, production, and support of communication and aviation electronics.  
PDES, Inc. is an international consortium of industry, government, and academic organizations working to accelerate the development and use of technical product data standards.  One of its major focus areas is STEP (also known as ISO 10303), the international Standard for the Exchange of Product Model Data, which is used to exchange data between different proprietary software systems.   A recent study reports that use of STEP standards could save the automobile, aerospace, and shipbuilding industries $928 million a year by reducing interoperability problems between proprietary software systems.  
“Jack Harris is the right person to guide PDES, Inc. forward as we focus on applying STEP to the Digital Enterprise,” said outgoing General Manager Bob Kiggans, who has served in that role since the inception of PDES, Inc. in 1988.  “Jack’s in-depth experience with engineering and manufacturing practices and the problems faced by both large and small companies in today’s global economy will be invaluable."  
Dr. Michael Jahadi of Lockheed Martin Aeronautics, the incoming Chairman of PDES, Inc. said, “I have known Jack Harris for more than ten years, and I am very pleased that he has agreed to serve as General Manager.  Jack’s experience and management background bring a unique set of skills to the position.  We are indebted to Rockwell Collins for providing Jack to PDES, Inc.”  Dr. Jahadi added, “I would also like to thank Bob Kiggans for his leadership, visionary thinking, and contribution to the PDES, Inc. and ISO/STEP community.” 
Mr. Harris said, "This is an exciting time for all of us.  PDES, Inc. members helped create STEP.  We introduced it to the manufacturing sector.  The emergence of today’s global digital enterprise offers PDES, Inc. new opportunities to demonstrate the usefulness of STEP and other product data standards.”  Mr. Harris has held positions of responsibility in PDES, Inc. for many years—since 2003 as Chairman of the Board and, prior to that, as the Vice Chairman and as Chairman of the Technical Advisory Committee.  In these roles, he worked to accelerate the development and implementation of STEP standards.  At Rockwell Collins, Mr. Harris has been a leader in implementing STEP-based modeling and simulation tools that support Rockwell Collins' Model Based Manufacturing.  
PDES, Inc. industry members—which include AIRBUS, BAE Systems, Boeing, Electric Boat, Lockheed Martin, Northrop Grumman, Raytheon, and Rockwell Collins—together represent over $500 billion in annual revenue.  The consortium’s government and university associates (National Aeronautics and Space Administration, National Institute of Standards and Technology, National Archives and Records Administration, Sandia National Laboratories, U.S. Army, and Georgia Institute of Technology) enrich the consortium’s capabilities with their expertise and unique perspective on user requirements and validity of solutions.  Vendors of STEP-related software that are members of PDES, Inc. include IBM, PTC, EPM Technology, Eurostep, Federation, International TechneGroup, LKSoft, and Theorem Solutions.  
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